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SENATOR RAUSCH TAPPED AS SENATE CHAIR OF
ENVIRONMENT, LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEES

BOSTON, MA — State Senator Becca Rausch (D-Needham) has been tapped by Senate President Karen Spilka to
lead not one but two policy committees that likely will see significant legislation move through their subject areas
this term, including proposals directly from Governor Healey.

Senator Rausch was reappointed as Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Environment and Natural Resources,
her third consecutive term at the helm, which should receive an anticipated environmental bond bill from the
Governor once filed. Senator Rausch also returns as Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Municipalities and
Regional Government, which she led during her first term and the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, thrusting the
committee’s work into the spotlight in order to ensure local governments could continue to function. Governor
Healey has already refiled her Municipal Empowerment Act, proposing changes to local procurement rules, local
taxation options, hybrid access to public meetings, and more.

“T am deeply honored and proud to chair not one but two legislative committees for the Massachusetts Senate this
term, and truly grateful to Senate President Karen Spilka for her confidence in my leadership and policy-shaping
skills and experience,” said Senator Becca Rausch. “The Environmental Committee’s work on plastic reduction,
water, wetlands, air, trees, pesticides, environmental justice, and more is critical to achieving our climate action
goals, and increasingly important as the federal administration slashes the EPA’s budget and turns its back on
environmental protection. Likewise, the work of the Municipalities Committee impacts every town and city in the
entire Commonwealth and provides a significant opportunity to empower our local government partners, improve
efficiency, and enhance access to public bodies and resources. These positions carry responsibility to help mold
legislation and policy that directly impact our families, businesses, and communities, and | look forward to the
important work ahead.”

Rausch is one of only four Senators to chair two joint committees this session. She will also serve as Vice Chair
of the Senate Committee on the Census, her second consecutive term in that position, and as a member of five
additional Joint Committees: Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities; Election Laws; Revenue; State
Administration and Regulatory Oversight; and Tourism, Arts and Cultural Development.
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Now serving her fourth term, State Senator Becca Rausch (D-Needham) represents 11 towns that comprise the

Norfolk, Worcester and Middlesex District: Bellingham, Dover, Franklin, Medfield, Milford, Millis, Needham,
Norfolk, Plainville, Sherborn, and Wrentham.
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